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bred, and can shut its eyes on all proper occasions.
If you let it alone, it will let you alone. But its
instinct is hostile to all change in politics, literature,
or social arts. The church has not been the founder
of the London University, of the Mechanics' Institutes,
of the Free School, or whatever aims at diffusion of
knowledge. The Platonists of Oxford are as bitter
against this heresy as Thomas Taylor.

The doctrine of the Old Testament is the religion
of England. The first leaf of the ISTew Testament it
does not open. It believes in a Providence which does
not treat with levity a pound sterling. They are
neither transcendentalists nor Christians. They put
up no Socratic prayer, much less any saintly prayer
for the queen's mind ; ask neither for light nor right,
but say bluntly, "grant her in health and wealth
long to live." And one traces this Jewish prayer in
all English private history, from the prayers of King
Richard, in Richard of Devizes' Chronicle, to those
in the diaries of Sir Samuel Romilly, and of Haydort
the painter. "Abroad with my wife," writes Pepys
piously, " the first time that ever I rode in my own
coach; which do make my heart rejoice and praise
God, and pray him to bless it to me, and continue
it." The bill for the naturalisation of the Jews (in
1753) was resisted by petitions from all parts of the
kingdom, and by petition from the City of London,
reprobating this bill, as "tending extremely to the
dishonour of the Christian religion, and extremely in-
jurious to the interests and commerce of the kingdom
in general, and of the City of London in particular."